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Cover Photo
(Top left) The bacterial mat and Galatheoidea around the banana falling down on the seafloor in the Tenryu
Submarine Canyon
(Top right) Sampling sediments from the seafloor around the banana

(Bottom left)  Sampling the banana

(Bottom right) The banana recovered on R/V Yokosuka

On July 3, 2005, Associate Prof. Kiichiro Kawamura (Yamaguchi University) was diving on Shinkai 6500 to investigate
geologic structures of the Tokai Thrust along the Tenryu Submarine Canyon (depth of 2200 m). Mr. Toshiaki Sakurai,
chief pilot, found a bacterial mat on the seabed. They decided to carry out a core sampling to study the chemistry of
cold seeping fluids as usual. The submersible was quietly landing near the bacterial mat, as the pilot tried to collect
samples by handling the corer, he realized something strange. “Is it a banana, isn’t it?”. After collecting sediments,
the banana was also sampled and brought back on R/V Yokosuka. In addition to the bacteria mats, large organisms
also lived in the surroundings of the banana. Deep-sea waste thrown away by humans may be deeply involved in the

ecosystem of deep-sea creatures.

p- 1, Microbial metabolism inferred from chemical and isotopic compositions of pore water around bananas discovered

on the deep-sea floor in the Tenryu Submarine Canyon, T. Toki et al.
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