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Ecology of Deepsea Fishes and Benthic Organisms on
Continental Shelf off the Middle Part of HYUGANADA

Toshio Kurita *2

The survey was carried out from the deep sea submersible, SHINEAI
2000, The continental shelf off HYUGANADA was observed at 246-280 m
in depth over a distanse of 850 m on July 26, 1985.

The main purpose of the survey was to observe the ecology of despsea
shrimp, Plesionika grandis (DOFLEIN), the behavior of benthic organisms,
and the topography of the sea bottom.

(1) Twelve species of despsea fishes, 5 species of Crustacea, 3 species of
Mollusca, 6 species of Coelenterata, and 5 species of Echinodermata were
observed.

(2) Deepsea shrimps, Plesionika grandis (DOFLEN) were observed three
times in groups of twentie and hundreds. They were found in proximity
1o sea anemones (unidentified species), and they are therefore thought to
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be ecologically related to sea-anemones.

(3) Among the deepsea fishes observed, barbed brotula, Ophidiidae sp,
blanquillo, Branchiostegidae sp, and Apodes sp (unidentified species)
used holes as their nests and blackmonth cardinal-fish, Synagrops
japonicus (STEINDACHNER ET DODE RLEIN), red lizard fish,
Chloropththalmus albatrossis (JORDAN et STARKS), yellowbarred red
rock fish, Sebastiscus albofasciatus (LACEPEDA), scorpionfishes
{(Scorpanenidae), sea toads (Chaunacidea), gafftopsail dragout, and
Draconettz xenica JORDAN et FOWLER inhabited on the seabottom

surface.

(4) The topography of the sea bottom consisted of muddy sediment. There
were potholes and wave like indentations in the surface.
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Specis number |total length Remark
T A48 1 2m |#RELE
Rajiformers near the sea bottom
AivAod 30 | 10~15em |¥B
Synagrops jabonicus Surface of sea bottom
(STEINDACHNER
ct DODERLIN)
o ot i 30 | 10~15 M E
Chiorpht halmus afbat vossis Surface of sea bottom
o (JORDAN et STARKS)
A IO 1 TR 1| 20~80 i S
Jcorpoenidae sp Surface of sea bottom
E SR 2 | 30~40 i
Helicolenus hilgendorfi Surface of sea bottom
(STEINDACHNER et
DODERLEIN)
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Assurger anzac Surface of sea bottom
{ALEXANDER)
18 Fo4D 1 8 | 20~50 L N
Ophididae sp nest hole
FHT 3D ]l 4 | 10~15 FJEE L
Chaunax sp Surface of sea bottom
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Draconetta xenica Surface of sea bottom
(JORDAN et FOWLER)
it RO 1R 3 | 60~70 LN
Apodes sp nest hole
TeHAD ] 3| 3035 N
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FZ7F 28O 1M 8 | 10~15 g
Mugiloididae sp Surface of sea bottom
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BEX] A+/THAZCOBNEAVE/ FrI7Le T
School of plesionika grandis{DOFLEN) and sea anernone and
Asteroldea.
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