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Igneous and Sedimentary Rocks on the NW Flank of
the Yamato Tai in the Sea of Japan
observed and collected by the Submersible

“SHINKAI 2000
Kazuo KOBAY ASHI**

A number of boulders were observed by the submersible “SHINKAIL
20007 on the northwestern flank of Yamato Tai in the central portion of the
Sea of Japan at water depths of 1,610m to 1,705 m. Seven medium-ized
boulders were collected by the manipulator of the submersible. Of the 7
samples recovered on board the tender ship Natsushima and studied in the
shore-based laboratory, three (3) are siltstone, which is supposed to be
solidified sedimentary material, whereas three (3) of four are lava of cale-
alkaline andesite in composition and mineral assemblage, and remaining one
appears to be basalt, These igneous rocks seem to be affined not to the
normal ocean basing but to the island arcs. From viewpoints of the ocour-
rence and composition, it seems most likely that these rocks cceurring in the
upper slope of the Yamato Tai have been crushed by tectonic movements to
form the talus deposit on its flank. Further petrological and geochemical
analyses are in progress and will hopefully provide much crucial information
on the origin of the Yamato Tai and the Sea of Japan.
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