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Biological Community at Shiribeshi Seamount off the West
Coast of Hokkaido

Katsunori FUJIKURA*?  Jun HASHIMOTO*?
Takeo TANAKA*?  Hiroshi HOTTA*?

Biclogical research by the submersible "Shinkai 2000” was carrying out at
the Shiribeshi Scamount off the west coast of Hokkaido on September 10 and
11, 1990, The main purpose of this research was to study the ecology of the
large scale community en the top of the seamount and to understand the re-
lationship of this community to cold seepage andfor hydrothermalism. Fesults
indicate that the main species of this large scale community belong to the
class Brachiopod. However, it appeared that this communily was not depen-
dent on cold seepage andfor hydrothermalism. There were the usual dense
concentrations of Brachiopods that characterize this class, but the sea bottom
temperature was ndt higher than ambient sea water,

Also, the highest concentrations of organisms were on the side and top of
the seamount. It seemed that community structure changed at the depths of
200-300m where the sea water temperature also went down as expected with
increasing depth.
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Fhoto 1. Erachiopod collected from top of the Shir-
ibeshi Seamount.

B4 A48T (MERPEMNBLTFS
MAIEFTFELTVWS).
Photo 4. Primnoid gorgonian (Opisthobranchia and
Pandalid shrimp attach to this gorgoniand,
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Photo 2. Biological community dominated by
Brachiopod at the sowth top of seamount
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Photo 5. Gorgonizn with knots {Alasks king eralb
altached)
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Photo 3. Biological community at the east of sea-
maunt.
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Phote 6. Pandalid shrimps attached to Primnoid
SOrgonian.
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Photo 7. Pandalid shrimp.
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Photo 8. Lifting arms Ophiuroid,
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