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This article deals with trying to understand the genesis of the different patterns
bath of landward and seaward slopes of the Japan Trench which 1z extends
from north to south off east of the northeast Japan. On the landward
slope, mega slope failures are sporadically recognized along the trench which
is paralell to the axiz, Deep sea clam communities which range from 5,950 to
i, 366 meter are existed close relationship to the megashear zone underneath
the lower slope of the Japan Trench.

On the contrary, on the seaward slope of the trench, several fresh fissures
are recognized whose width 1s Sto 1 meter and depth 15 maximum b meters
and the length is 185 meters. This kind of fissures are distributed almost
pararell to the trench axis and macroscopically identical to the surface bending
structure of the subducting Pacific Plate, This may related with the horst and
graven skructure of the veneer of the plate.

This different morphotectonic features on the opposite site of the Japan
Trench axis may well be explained by the extension on the seaward slope and
compression on the landward slope deduce from the subduction of the old
Facific Flate underneath the Northeast Japan are. The seaward character-
istic feature is the Rift by the pull of the descending slab and the landward
feature will be ascribed by the squeszing deep interstitial water of the muddy

sediments transporied far from the Pacific regions.
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dive 130. The location is at the foot of
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