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@ 89 Essay—Trip to the Deep

Noaa/PMEL Kevin K. Roe

My first dive was on the Alvin, Dive 2441 in 1991, [t is remembered the same as the name of
my first girl friend, that is forever. 1 was focused on what [ had to do and the enormity of
falling to the bottom of the ocean was not real to me until the ocean floor came into view. The
best description is that il was a spiritual experience. My composure was regained quickly, but
the spiritual experience has never left me. '

On the Alvin, it is a one pilot, two scientist crew. I have had four Alvin dives, where [ was
always the junior scientist. My first and only dive on the “Shinkai 6500", Dive 253, was the first
time I got to plan my own dive. [ still see images from that dive in my sleep. Huge, dead
shimneys with overhanging flanges, galatheid crabs swimming with that unusual pulsating
movement and the search for new hydrothermal venting amongst field after field of dead
chimneys occupy my dreams. You look hard and you look long. As Carl Sagan once said
“abscence of evidence is not evidence of abscence”. The thrill of new discovery brings us back
and brings us to this profession. We made new discoveries on Leg 11 concerning hydrothermal
evolution and it was thrilling. Still, I hope someday to dive again and find that new hydro-

thermal field that haunts my dreams.
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