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Trip to the Deep

Richard Lutz

Rutgers University

Dive 186 was a very memorable one for me. We visited a seamount never before visited and
saw sights unlike any I have seen elsewhere throughout the world's oceans. The white
precipitate or bacterial mats covering the summit of Mermont Blanc were most unusual and
gave the appearance of a wind-blown, snow-covered mountain peak as it would appear at dusk
on a cold winter’s night. The lack of megafaunal organisms on the slopes of the eastern
summit of the seamount was most unusual. The presence of 2 or 3 species of shrimp, numerous
galatheid crabs and considerable amounts of filamentous bacteria at a unmber of localities on
the western summit of the seamount was perplexing given the fact that no shimmering water
was observed-this was a fauna remarkably similar to that found at hydrothermal sites (al-

though the species of shrimp appeared different) and yet there was no good direct evidence for
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hydrothermal activity in the region. The pilots were extremely competent and very helpful
throughout the course of the dive and made the whole diving experience in the “Shinkai 6500”

a truly wonderful one.
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Trip to the Deep

A-L. Reysenbach

Indiana University

Dive 187 was one of those experiences that I shall never forget. It was a combination of good
science, exciting exploration and excellent company. Ogura’san was my pilot on my first dive

on the “Shinkai” too, so he had already primed me with a bunch of Japanese words. So the dive
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started with the count down..san ni ichi..and then into the wonderful blue depths. We all
related how much we enjoy the first few 100 m...often alive with “stars” of phytoplankton, and
then what better music but the Beattles...crossing generation gaps and cultural barriers. So
there we were..jiving in the “Shinkai”’! Once the ocean floor approached, the familiarity of the
environment was good to feel. Yes, this is where we are, 1,500 m below the ocean surface,
viewing one of the most amazing scenes...200°C water, shrimp (ebi) darting around in a frantic
scurry to grab some of those delicious chemolithtrophs, hyperthermophiles, and heterotrophs.
Snails (makikai) just doodling around, wallowing in the warm gas-rich water minding their
own business and then the very occasional large solitary mussel (nimaikai) viewing all this with
some regret that it’s mussel friends are so far and few between. It was a good dive, all the

objectives of the dive, and many more, were achieved.
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B THEAER L IREOMER, FESXDEI 130m
FRTWic e L, ZNBGPSHiEY 254 (BIF GPS
E4B) &EMENIHY 27 4 LBL(LLIF LBL) 0iad®
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