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Study on the Seasonal Variations of the Characteristics of Sea Water at the Entrance of the Tokyo Bay

Toshimitsu Nakashima™ 2, Takayoshi Toyota" 2, Yasunori Sasaki” 2, Kei Muneyama’ 2

In order to know the seasonal variations of sea water characteristics at the entrance of the Tokyo
Bay, general observations were carried out from June, 1976 to July, 1977.

The results observed are summarized as follows:

In the northern part of the Uraga Strait, two water masses were observed to exist through the year,

namely, the lower salinity water in the west side and the higher salinity water in the east side of the
Strait. The former is the coastal water influenced by water originated at the inner part of the Tokyo Bay,
and the latter is oceanic water originated at some branches of the “Kuroshio”. The two masses of water
come into contact at the center of the Strait. During the summer, however, oceanic water intrudes below
the coastal water in the contact region, and extends to deep layers into the west side of the Strait.
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