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Dynamic Positioning System of the Underwater Work Test Vessel
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A comprehensive study on the underwater work test vessel has been
conducted by the Japan Marine Science and Technology Center since 1979.
From the viewpoints of the mission of the vessel, the necessity of the Dy-
namic Positioning System was recognized and JAMSTEC decided to install a
domestically made DPS. A detailed investigation of performance, function
and the control system had been made in cooperation with the Investigation
Committee for the vessel, which is comprised of professors, ship operators
and other persons possessing technical knowledge and experience. |

Following a comprehensive investigation, the DP system, taking into
account the safety of diving work as well as the mode of 6,000 m water
depth, could be organized. Also, following various kinds of computer simula-
tions, the control program developed for the DP controller has been con-
firmed to have satisfactory capabilities. |
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