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Ear Dis’eaée of Diving Fishermen

Hisayoshi TAKEUCHI** Motohiko MOHRI**

We carried out the field survey in order to investigate the relationship between the
diving fishery and percentage of contraction. The subjects are 278 male and female
fishermen in active work, whose ages are from 20 to 76 years old. The diseases
which a lot of them suffer from are ear diseases and lumbago. The former is main-
ly deafness which is thought to be caused by barotrauma and there are regional
differences in percentage of contraction. In the area where many fishermen suffer
from deafness it 1s thought that there are two matters which are closely related to
it. One 1is their diving method in itself and another is their custom to use ear plugs
while diving. Among the ear plug users, there are few whose ear drums are per-
forated. The purpose of ear plugs for many of them 1s merly to protect their exter-
nal ears against water. On the other hand, the latter is found in many diving fish- -
ermen in every region. It is thought that it must be caused by the effect of the weight
belt and burden to the waist when they are diving.
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Fig.1 The name of Fisheries Cooperative Associations (FCAs)

and geographic position which we carried out the field survey.

Big latters showed the area that there were a lot of deafness.
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Tablel A questionnaire used field survey.
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Fig.2 Morbidity of eaf disease in whole subjects and the ratio of

deafness in four FCAs.
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Table 2 - Ages, diving history and morbidity of deafness of diving

fishermen in FCAs,
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CHART NO.RP—63

AUDIOGRAM
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Fig.3 A example of the result of audiometory. 56-year-old man,
his diving history was 31 years. He has been used the clay
ear plugs from a few years ago. Deafness(+), perforation
of ear drum(—). Especially He was marked hearing loss
(2000~8000Hz) in both ears
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