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Atmospheric Stability in the Western Equatorial Pacific
Based on JAPACS 92 Cruise from December 1991 to January 1992

Kunio YONEYAMA*? Kentarou ANDO*? Toru NAKAMURA*2

A Japanese Pacific Climate Study (JAPACS) cruise was conducted in the western
equatorial Pacific Ocean from the end of December 1991 to the beginning of February
1992 by R/V Natushima. During this cruise, sounding investigations were conducted
by radiosonde.

Convective Available Potential Energy (CAPE), which represents the instability
of atmospheric conditions,are calculated. The results show that itis potentially very

unstable at the equator, while it is potentmlly stable in those areas where trade
winds blow,

The westerlies were dominant on the equator during this period.
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