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Variabilities of the North Pacific Subtropical
Mode Water over the Izu-Ogasawara Ridge

Yasushi YOSHIKAWA*?® Kentaro ANDO™*?
Humio MITSUDERA*® Kimio HANAWA**

The north Pacific subtropical mode water (NPSTMW) has been monitored since August
1988 by using a ferry ship over the Izu-Ogasawara Ridge. Seasonal and interannual
variabilities of NPSTMW are studied by using the numder of 44 temperature section data
obtained during 7 years. In late winter the NPSTMW was formed in the region south of
Kuroshio. And in the sequence seasons other type of NPSTMW was distributed. That is,
colder NPSTMW formed far east region were advected in deeper depth. The core tempera-
ture of the NPSTMW had the interannual signal, which was related with that of atmos-

phere condition near Japan. It is speculated that the year-to-year difference of the
NPSTMW reflects interannual change of the large scale atmospheric condition.
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