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Diving Characteristico of Hegura Ama

Motohiko MOHRI*® Naomi KAWANISHI*® Yukio IKEDA*®
Keizo SHIRAKI*" Riko TORII*” Suk Ki HONG*®

Daily diving patterns, especially depth-time profiles, were continuously recorded during the
entire work shifts in four cachido and four funado amas of Hegura Island. All Hegura amas
were female and wore wet suits.

The results were as following;

1) Funado amas were considerably older than cachido amas and had been active for at least

30 years.
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2) Total number of dives per day by funado amas is much more than that by cachido

amas.

3) Hegura amas dived deeper than other groups of cachido and funado divers. Depth of

dives by funado amas were deeper than that by cachido amas.

4) Dive times of cachido and funado amas were equal.

5) Ascent rate of funado amas was 1.48 m_“sec, which is twice that observed in Hegura

cachido amas and other groups of divers.
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Table 1 Physical Characteristics of Hegura Divers*'
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Fig. 1 Typical Diving Patterns of Cachido and
Funado Ama.
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Table 2 Dive Characteristics of Hegura Divers*
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