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Coral Skeletal Growth Records-Ocean
Climate Change Relationship

Hirofumi YAMAMOTO™

We have observed the long mean charactristic of ocean environment in the Kuroshio curennt area,
according to analysis each environmental factor of the coral skeletal growth were recorded in detail and a
study to solve the global climate changes as the monsoon and El nifio was carried out.

In this study, we carried out investigations into what kind of imformation using the anlyzes of the coral
skeletal growth records, as to what important parts exist in world and how long ago did these events take
place. As a result, the seawater fluctuations and cycles were found to be the same as open water. The
seawater fluctuations along Ishigaki Island reflect the seawater fluctuations of Kuroshio current very well.

Acccording to this study on the utilization of topographycal features, there is a possibility of ancient
climate change restorations from the coral skeletal growth living in the closed environment and analysis of
research coral materials.

This report was carried out due to a grant from the Japan Marine Science Foundation in 1997.

Key Words . Coral skeletal growth records, Seawater fluctuation, Kuroshio current area
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Table 2 The parameter of coral
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