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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE BEHAVIOR OF
METANEPHROPS JAPONICUS IN THE PRESENCE OF
FISHING GEAR

Yutaka SUGO™*
Kimiaki EGAWA"?

On May 26, 1986, we conducted a submerged investigation by SHINKAT
2000 based on observation of the behavior of Meranephrops japonicus, an
important deep-sea pot fishery species, for the purpose of improvement of
fishing gear and obtaining information on M. Japonicus’s mode of life.

M. japonicus was found at water depths of 250-315 m. When the sub-
mersible reached the bottom, a pot was set out on the sea bottom and twice
observed for periods of 65 and 69 minutes.

M. japonicus was found to live solitarily in dens or under rocky ledges at
intervals of 10 m or so. It showed a negative taxis responge to the light of
SHINKAI 2000 and a positive taxis to the bait in the pot. M japonicus
appeared to be slightly aware of the presence of SHINKAT 2000,
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