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OBSERVATIONS ON THE BEHAVIOR AND ECOLOGY OF
THE JAPANESE LOBSTER, METANEPHROFPS JAPONICUS,
IN SAGAMI BAY

Kikuo HIRAMOTO **

The survey was carried out by Dive 224 of the deep-sea submersible
research vehicle SHINKAF 2000 on the sea-bed of Sagami Bay at a depth of
320 m to 600 m on May 29, 1986.

Some behavioral and ecological information on the Japanese lobster,
Metanephrops faponicus, was obtained from the observations made on the
sea-bed during the cruise for a distance of about 1.7 km off Jogashima.

Four specimens of the lobster were observed during the cruise, Three
stayed within their burrows, while one had emerged from the burrow and was
walking on the sea-bed. The lobster was attracted to frozen anchovies in a
baiting experiment.

As a result of these observations, surveys using the deep-sea towed TV
system show great promise as an effective method for quantitative study of
the virgin stock of the Japanese lobster in the waters off Boso Peninsula.
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Fig. 1. Track chart of the 224 dive observation by SHINKAI 2000 and the
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Fig., 2. Vertical profile of water temperature
observed at descending on May 29,
1986,
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Japanese 1obster |, Metanephrops
japonicus.
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Table 1. Some organisms observed during the 224 cruise of SHINKAI 2000 on
May 29, 1986.
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