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DISTRIBUTION AND ECOLOGY OF DEEP-SEA ORGANISMS
IN THE JAPAN SEA
—Especially the Western Region of the Tugaru Strait—

Toshiaki WAKUTSUBO*® and Eiichi KOGANEZAKI™®

A survey for deepsea organisms was carried out using the deep-sea
research submersible SHINKA{ 2000 in the western region of the Tsugaru
Strait of the Japan Sea at a depth of 569-580 m on September 29, 1986.

(1) Water temperature of 0.22 — 0.51°C and salinity of 34.06 — 34.31%
were observed on the bottom with CTD. These show the characteristics
of cold water indigenous to the Japan Sea.

(2) Six species of Fishes, two species of Crustacea, and one each of Mollusca,
starfishes (brittle-stars), sea cucumbers, sea anemones, sea lilies, ete. were
observed,
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(3) The number of organisms per 1000 m? were counted using a VTR during
the cruising observation by SHINKAJ 2000. The most numerous organ-
isms were starfishes (almost all britle-stars) and shrimps, which averaged
2663.8{1000 m* and 168.5/1000 m? respectively, while Liparis sp. was
the most common fish at 26 2/1000 m? .

(4)

Compared with results obtained with the deep-sea towing camera system

by “Kaiyo™ in the Ogawara Submarine valley neighborhood adjacent to
the eastern region of the Tsugaru Strait (1985), the number of species
observed was low. These results show that the Japan Sea is poor in fauna

of the deep-sea region.
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