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Distribution of the Firefly Squid, Watasenia scintillans (BERRY),
in the Toyama Bay, the Sea of Japan.

Seishi HAY ASHI*?

A survey of Watasenia scintillans was carried out using the submersible
“SHINKAI 2000 on September 19, 1987, in the mouth of the Toyama Bay.
Visual observations of oceanic organisms were made during the 1.5km cruise
from a depth of 300m to 420m,

W. scintillans (20—30mm in mantle length) were found near the seabed
at a depth of 425m. The distribution of W. seintillans was not investizated so
much except in the spawning season from March to June. It was estimated
that W. scintillans were distributed during the daytime near the seabed in
shallower waters than 400m depth in September. It was guessed that W
seintiflans were not living in shoals except during the spawning season.

During the cruise, four individuals of W. secintillans and twenty-four
individuals of Enoploteuthis chunii (T0-90mm in mantle length) were
observed.
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Diving site of the submerzible
"SHINKAL 2000
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