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Surveys on the Behavior of Arctoseopus japonicus in the Deep Sea.

Yoshio SATO*?

The survey was carried out using the deep-sea research submersible
“SHINKAI 2000" for observation of the behavior of Arctoscopus japonicus
in September 22, 1987, Dive 298 was made some 30km southwest of the Oga
Peninsula at a depth of 230—270m,

(1) A water temperature of 1.75-3.04°C and a salinity of 34.07-34.43 %
were observed on the bottom with STD,

(2) Thick, soft sediments covering the bottom were mud which contained
81.7% of particles under 0.062mm, COD of 12.05mg/g and IL of 6.93%
were usual values and little organic matter was found in it

(3) Many brittle-stars were observed on the bottom, but no micro-benthos
and no macro-benthos were observed in the sampled mud,

(4) Themist japonica were observed above the sea bottom, It belongs to
Amphipoda and is feed for 4. fuponicus.

(5} A. jeponicus resting on the mud of the bottom and creeping into il were
observed. Mo school of A faponicus were observed.

(6) Plevrograrmmus azonus, Lwmpenus anguillaris, Stichaeus grizorjewi,
Faroc topus dofleini dofleini, Chionoecetes opilio were observed.
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