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Ecological Observation of demersal fishes and other benthic organisms
at the Izena bank, northwest of Okinawa Island.

Kazuo KAWASAKI®

The underwater survey was carricd out wsing the submersible
“SHINKATZOM" at the Izena bank, about 80km northwestward of Okinawa
island, on July 5, 1989, The purpose of this survay was to observe the ecology
of demersal fishis (alfonsino, japanese bluefish and so on) and benthic
organisms, e¢specialy precious coral, and relationship between these deep-sea
dwellers and bottom topography. The observation was conducted between
the depth of 175m and 740m, and horizontal distance of the cruise was
abouto 3km. Following infomations were obtained during this survery.
1} The substrata were rocky in the depth of 175-450m, gravelly in
450-530m and fine-sandy deeper than 530m. Also ripple marks were found
clearly on sandy bottom.
2) One japanese bluefish, Scombrops boops, was observed on the sandy
bottom at the depth of 640m. Although this individual rested on the bottom,
when “SINKAIZ000" drew near the fish, it escaped. However , it was
observed that the fish had rested again on the bottom about 10m ahead,
3 ) Four alfonsino, Beryy spp., were observed separately on the sandy bot-
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tom in the depth of 650-735m. One individual rested on the bottom, others
swam slowly in the 0.5-1.5m layer above the bottom.

4 ) Mo precious coral was found in this survey,
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Fig. 1 Location of the diving

i

Rt R DR C TR SSW, o ML
q, e, Sdan 2, M
L

I AN DHETE ANAEd - HEL2m,

JAMSTECTR DEEPSEA RESEARCH (1930



4100
o0
300

e dm

45
G
Ty

L 1T5m

A

150 m
1Z15m
28m

7
?M';}Lm ”

400m

L I

EE i i e

L
kLo 8

TN

* 5E0m
tmm
540 m

G50 m
;Sﬁﬂm

FrAXAIN

+ BTam

FradA | yrm

Tldm

T30m
Ti5m
T20m
T

] F4lm

[z AR W

Fig. 2 Track line and cross section profile
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T A (AKIEGd0m)
Fhoto, 1 Seombrops bogps, [640m depth)

B E 2 & o—HE (ARiRE50m)
Fhato, 2 Beryx sp. (650m depth)

LY Fed oS O—H (RiE40m)
Fhate, 3 Polymizie sp. [640m depth)

B4 FuwrEfo—if (HiRT0m)
Photo, 4 Penaeidae spp (740m depth )
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