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Ecological Observations of the Show Crab, Chionoccetes opilio , in the
Preserved Area in the Sea of Kyoto Prefecture.

Atsushi YAMASAKI™

Ecological Observations of the snow crab, Chionoecetes opilic . and con-
crete block, was carried out by the deep-sea rescarch sabmersible “SHINKAL
2000 in the preserved area (average depth 270m) in the Sea off Kyoto Pre-
fecture on 18 August, 1989,

1} Thirty-one individuals of the snow crab were visually observed on the sea
bed during the cruise length of about 1.400m. Most of the crabs were
immature under the legal size.

]
T

A male with about 1Zem carapace width coupled with a female about

Tem, which was just before primary spawning. This observation is firsi

time in the deep-sea zone deeper than 200m,

3 ) Female with carapace width 86.6mm. which had just spawned and soft
shell, fed on cast-off own carapace.

4 ) A concrete block ( 3m) ¥ in preserved area. was lain in good condition
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on the sea bed,
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Fig. 1 Lecalion of the preserved area 13.Tkm® in
the sea off Kyoto Prefecture. Eighty-three
concrele Blocks were sinked an sea bollom in
the preserved area.
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f Photo. 1 [mmature crab with ahout 5 cm carapace
width and small elaws legs.
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Photo, 2 Coupling for primary spawning {Front
side is male erab with about 1Zem cara-
pace width and large claws legs, rear side
is female erab with about 7 cm carapace
width.) .
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Photo. 3 Female crab feed on cast-off carapace! This
ane is 86.6mm carapace width which had
just primary spawned. } .
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Photo. 4 Coencrele blocks { 3m) % with Ehelk Bueci-
nnm strislission and 2 species of a sea ane-
mone on the sea bottem of about 270m
deph,
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