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Ecological Observations of the Japanese Giant Crab Mecrocheira
Egempferi in Suruga and Sagami Bay, Central Japan.

Masahiro KAWAJIRI*2

A survey for the japanese glant crab Macrocheira keempferi Temminck was
carried out by the submersible “SHIMKAT 2000 at depth of 323m in Suruga
Bay off Matsuzaki Town. &An experiment to observe the behavior of the crabs
that were attracted 1o the dead fish was prepared.

(1} Two japanese giant crabs, many sharks and four Brown hakelings were
attracted to 710kg fine dead mackerel and frozen sardine laid on the sea bed.
{2} Nineteen species of Pices and six species of Crustacea were observed
under this survey,

(3} At observations of six dives using “SHIMKAT 2000™ in Suruga and Saga-
mi Bay, the Japanese giant crab were found at depths of 230-350m,

(4} From january to March 1990, many japanese giant crabs that were
attracted to the sardine deposited in the west part of Suruga Bay were caught
by the commercial trawls. Maximum CPUE was 79 individuals per day per
ship.
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Table. 1 List of the japanese giant erab observed by
“SHIME AT 20007 in Suruga and Sagami bay.
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Fig. 1 Location map of diving points of "SHINKAI
20007 and the result of tagging experiments
for the distribution and movement of the

japancge giant crabs

o s, 7, ARG OLENYE s T
LH=, 2LFNLE, AT »E TANE
¥, Feux¥, #4777 L OFRN6H,
Fofhy oW, +=a8, AVFYFIM, 7
Ee N, o, oA, ZHANH
THbe

& H 7 W= IO 1 ik, 560~
100m f43 s 284, 26T 1
adi Lie MOE L TidY - (b &30, WL
G LA L TH &b - ods, e isd
Joigmh L, AGEFARE LS Ho e

Lo BN % SRt L b o4 2 HYPUE IR TR B
EifL, RS kEohFANE (G e =
g4 9T A > AAOEORIZ3EE s ]
m e EOMs 1 EiksiL, AF v rbid
T 1 bl L 7o B30 Nk O % ERE 62 72
EERcit, AP {ORARVIZEE LTHT
S 6 IR LTS, 4 & NIRRT At
HEE LT Ty sk oo, Ml
e L ¢ v e b & O IRE R E L S Tl
wie LL, HADEIKETZ7 1 FREET
ARG DR E 5 Tnis, RiEDOTEI L

JAMSTECTR DEEPSEA RESEARCH  (1991)

Al b oMET, oA ORI & RO
B X UMORCIT 548460, S0k cESy
DPHRERE,

HEOEIETIEY DT I H_OERISDOWT
i, k241 ~ 3 A ORI T b W R Ba
A (2, 1M DBl <
4 7 sl 8 h, TFAESHETRM - %=
BL, S6EEFTEL L. ZOMONEET
X HSE D ¥ 5 7 N = OREEEERE, EhI
10 1Y 010MELTTHob @A, 21H
DLEg2sM 4k, SOk, 7oMfkE L, #AT
H 2O MADE LWIGREFRS SR,
SEOEETHESN YT Y ILEE4
BT, SHGIHEMESm MENDKE ST, £
s EEEL bR, TLAAWNA00, K24
BN Mo EiE i, FUWH lom BT O3 L)
YO oM ATTHET, B S5 cm LT O
s TLH=ORY=ORBIEFIN . Ly
L, SHMi-sLXBNREOPTRIRAELR
Bahidror. MEHOME,HHEATY TH
Hm, BES S LTwARTTH D, SR
K PE185m L b AT 7, 350m X P 7

75



100
N - b
; i B
= oA L 3EY
o R : 1y
g i & ' %
— | roo " \
&80 o P
- L ] i I 1
= I ' ) T L
£ L i 1 i : 1'.
= i II- 1 1
= ;oo S
. .-f : ! ‘n.
- ) I‘;. f"‘-l--.__“ i W
" -.._.‘_._._." "--.‘__’Ji‘i
D T T T T T 1
10 20 30 10 20 28 (!
J AN --------l-------- FE B ---"+M A R.----

M2 fEElcfp sl r T oAl AT 2O
s H g
—1 895041 A~ 3 ARz sea 0
TG T & AR R i A R B oD BT
Fig. 2 Fluctuation of the japanese giant ¢rabs caught
by the commercial trawls in Suruga Bay dur.
ing the wanler seasen 1990,
Crabs were altracted to the dead sardine depo-
sited on the gea Led.

3) TLAAGI00, CEYBRBARLE2AF
LHOER

da s BT S LA S20005 $2 X B12E D
AL (#21) O T, FAT AR
ALK i 400m LAEEGY 6 [0] o0 fin Bl L2 R 2= T
Bo —FF, P LB TE AT LA = il 1
BN E O o A T, KR - .- . .
300m #% R0 12500m BLEECHREE L, IEU & H00ka ¥ #om
HEME DR A0 & 100m AL £ THHEREIEH TH L. M3 %7 2w O HE
cheOMECHBERZF AT H_DE S AR G e o = B0 o i SIS

Fig. 3 Size distribution of the japanese giant crabs
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