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Observations on the behavior and ecology of Tanner crab,
Chionoecetes opilio, around the Tanner crab sanctuary in the
Wakasa Bay using the deep-sea research
submersible TSHINKAIT 2000,.

Kazuhiro RYOKE*?

A deep-sea observation was carried out using TSHINKAIL 2000, around
the sanctuary in the Wakasa Bay in October 6, 1990, And some information
were obtained as below.,

{1) The sea bed was nearly flat, and no steep slope was observed, and upper
layer of the sea bed mainly consisted of silt.

(2) Concrete blocks which provide hiding areas for Tanner crab have been
placed appropriately.

(3) Fourteen individuals of Tanner crab were sighted on the sea bed during
the cruise distance of about 200 m. Assuming that the sighting width was 3m,
the density of Tanner crab was calculated about 0,005 individualsim®.

(4} Tanner crab showed no response to the baits (mackerel). Baits for Tanner
crab may possibly be abundant in the area.
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Il fHZRFE LY FH JHE AT 2R (0l T HHED RO R DPEHEAD S H 2
JE30) Phote 3 Tanner crab hiding in the hollow of the sea
Photo 1 Hermit crabs and prawns, Leblews graenian- b,
disses . attracted 1o the baits (around con.
crete black) .

T2 PRI LY AL EH (FF A
HFr DT f—o—7)
Phote 2 Hermit crabs and shrimps, Seadus fabricid
attracted to the baits {fixed to the anchar
rope of Transponder) .
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