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Submersible observations of the depression caused by slope fai-
lure at the north of the Gentatsu-se Banl, off Hokuriliu, in the
southern Japan Sea

Ken IKEHARA*? Hajime KATAYAMA*?

Submarine slope failures were reported from southern margin of the Japan
Sea as revealed by high frequency (3.5kHz) seismic records. One of the most
remarkable failure is found on the northern slope off Gentatsuse Bank, off
Hokuriku district. Submersible observations using Shinkai 2000 and ROV
Dolphin 3K were conducted for ¢larifying the detail topography and sediment
characteristics in the depression caused by the Fiilure at the upper slope. The
results are well concordant with the estimation from seismic records, and
show that the depression and large and small sediment blocks observed in the
depression were formed by the failure. The slope failure was occurred at the
latest Pleistocene lo earliest Holocene judging from sediment thickness in the
depression, seismic records and sedimentary history of the Japan Sea at the
late Quaternary.
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