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Observation of the Benthic Organism around Artificial Reefs which Protect
Snow Crabs from being Caught in the Sea off Kaga, Ishikawa Prefecture

Yoichi OHASHI"?

Snow crabs and other benthic organisms were observed by the submergible
“Shinkai 200" around artificial reefs which protect snow crabs from being
caught in the Sea off Kage, [ shikawa Prefecture on 4 September, 1592,

{1} Five snow crabs weare observed on the sea bed during the eruise of 3,200m.
The view width was estimated ab about 5 m. The density of snow crabs
was calculated as 3.132107* individuals.~m?*.

{2) It was estimated that the density of snow crabs per Im® was equivalent to
the value (2,36 107" X eateh pot) by comparing the result af the pot survey,

{3 The dispersion pattern of brittlestars was estimated to be a regular distri-
bution by counting individuals in the video,

{4} Tt was observed that Maurclicus mueller{ picking the sea bed was caught

by brittlestar's arms.
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Fig, 4 Changes in depth temperature and salinity during the dive.
5: Landing point. E: Take-off point.
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Photo ] Rod (lm in length) equipped gz
on the sample bashket. Photo 2 Maurclicus muelleri caught
by brittlestar's arims.
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