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Geohistory of Higashi Seamount and
Manganese Crusts on the Ogasawara
Plateau, Western Pacific

Akira NISHIMURA*? Akira USUI**

Two diving surveys using “Shinkai 2000™ were carried out on the Higashi Seamount,
Qgasawara Flateau, to establish the gechistory of the seamount and to observe manga-
nege crusts. During the abservation aleng the fault scarp of the central part of the
Higashi Seamount, we found layers of volcanoclastics at the top of this ssamount, and
interpreted that voleanic aclivity was présent after the formation of the fat top of the
seamount, Todetermine the ageof the volcanoclstics is most important for the geohisto-
ry of this seamount. Manganese crusts along the survey tracks are poorly developed.
We sampled several fragments of manganese crusts up Lo Sem thick with two different

growth structures.
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Fig. 3 Seismic profile of the Higashi Seamount of the Ogasawara Plateau {Okamura et al,
1993). Vertical exaggperation=13. The survey tracks of “Shinkai 2000 are shown.
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Fig. 4 E-W topographic profile and survey track
[projested) in the NE margin of the Higashi
Seamount, Ogasawara Plateau. FEsstern slope
elevates from 3.000m deep basin floor.
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Table 2 Brief deseription of collected samples and list of analyses

Numbers of analysis
Dive # St# Samplet (2 Shape Rock/MNucleus  THk-MP Chemistry & XRIREE  XRD
oxide oxide nucleus rock
Dv. 687 st. 1 31 13x6x4  angular valeanic rock <1 - - = -
st. 3 1 23x%20% 13 subrounded phosphatic rock 2.58/m 10 10 2 -_
H#2 42x% 162 subrounded tuff <1 - -— - g
3+ THEXD subrounded tuff <1 = - - 1
4 BRExd subrounded tuff <1 - — - —
st. 4 #1 12x12x12 subrounded wvolcanic rock 14 3 3 2 -
#2 21x14x13 subroundsd tuff <1 - - - -
st. 5 F1 19x12:10 angular volcanic rock <1 - - — —
st. § 31 16x12»11 angular wvolcanie rock <1 —_ — — -
2 24%20%% subangular phosphatic rock 2 — - - 2
#3 1431810 rounded altered volcanic rock <1 —_ - — —
st. T 1 26x15x15 subangular phosphatic rock 40 4 4 1 —
H#2 THKEXE subangular volcanic rock <1 - . - -
st. 8 1 10x%8x &  subangular wvolcanic rock <1 - - - —
st. 9 1 16%12» 10 subrounded phosphatized limestone <1 — — — —
#2 17x 15123 subrounded phosphatized limestone <1 == . - -
Dwv. GBE st 1 #1 13#18%3  subrounded tuff 2 1 1 1 e
H#2 10%8x7  subangular volcanic congromerale 5,30/n § 4 2 —
st. & g1 GXEXE subangular wvoleanic rack <1 - —_ o 1
2 12x%11%8 subangular volcanic rock <1 - - = —
k. 4] I5xEx8 gubrounded limestone <l = = - —
H#4 16x15x12 subrounded limestone <1 e - - -
s 12%10x8 subrounded limestone <1 - — — —
16 19x8x5 subangular limestone <l = == — 1
st 10 #1 30x25x20 subrounded limestone <1 = = o cs
#2 2020315 subrounded limestone <1 - - — —
st. 12 #1 15¥%15> 14 subangular limestone <1 o — - 1
st 15 L 15128 subangular tuff 13 2 2 - -
st 16 il WX 16x6 subangular tuff, phosphatized <1 - — — Z
H#2 A0x8Bx5  subangular altered volcanic rock <l - . - =
st. 18 1 20520 %20 subangular limestone 0 — - - —
st. 22 H1 21x16x 15 subangular tuff <1 — —_— = —
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n : fragment of crust as nucleus
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Table 3 Chemical and mineral composition of manganese depesits. v=vernadite, (t|=trace of buserite, q=quartz, p=plagioclase, a=apatite.
No.  Sample No. Perticn Minerl Mn Fe €a Ma Al Mg Ti P K Co Mi Pb Ca Zn St B V Mo Zr As ¥ W Di Sh Cr Sc Cd Be Ag MafFe
® % % % % % % % % = pem PR PPm fPS FPT PP DM ppm pm ppm ppm ppm PR pPm ppm ppm ppm ppm ppm
D1 Dvos7ad#i-A  O-Zmmiop  v.q0) 2028 1150 155 131 1014 112 053 050 0.34 4890 3430 1610 445 530 1080 807 534 420 275 167 163 77 37 4 22 56 7T <05 07 1.8
D2 Dv6STw B 26 mmtop ¥ 1920 1230 153 113 079 080 052 048 028 4040 2200 1650 374 348 1170 580 548 449 323 195 155 108 48 28 19 44 3 12 11 156
D3 Dw6E7s.381-C  6-15 mmhop ¥4 2121 1160 161 124 047 075 045 D44 032 3RS0 2430 1690 356 319 1210 #96 565 460 310 192 139 110 48 29 19 29 3 05 10 183
D4 Dve@7231D 1520mmiop  v,q 1938 1100 148 123 062 072 053 040 039 3090 2310 1500 354 204 1130 485 485 333 300 18] 122 04 48 26 19 32 3 07 OB 175
D5 Dw6B7sLIN-E  20-25 mmitop voq 1974 1040 154 123 055 073 059 038 037 3010 2540 1500 352 312 1940 914 480 345 302 169 116 B6 49 25 19 28 3 <05 12 190
Db DwEETSLIEF 25-3mmiop  v,q 1936 1050 145 122 071 074 061 036 042 2850 2570 1540 408 325 M090 OG0 464 30F 307 157 113 RD 45 27 20 33 3 07 09 154
D7 Dv68Ts31G 3038 mmiop v 2167 935 161 140 046 079 D55 037 039 3220 3510 1580 517 368 1100 963 472 392 184 136 99 100 55 2 20 24 4 <08 OB 23
D8 DvERT sL381-H  38-46 mmftop v 259 869 159 128 047 095 050 032 040 3760 3200 1540 616 375 1000 992 459 354 281 113 BT 100 Bl 25 21 23 3 <05 09 248
D5 Dv6ETaMWld  46-SSmmiop  v,q 2260 740 LTI 135 050 099 050 035 044 4500 3300 1350 T4 416 993 1030 413 39 252 %7 77 110 0 23 20 22 4 <05 06 10§
D10 Dv6i7s.W1-X  DImmibotom  v,q 1913 1210 154 132 073 082 047 052 031 4460 2120 1680 264 364 1140 TS1 547 441 296 206 141 B4 37 25 20 44 3 10 0B 158
D11 Dv687 dl-A  Olmmjouer  w,qp 2028 019 233 131 094 105 042 081 032 4500 IS0 1410 408 611 S48 631 453 359 112 13K 124 0 W 16 2 41 5 <05 L1 23
DA Dw6d7 2441 29 mejouler v 2591 4086 205 139 D49 099 046 052 048 4950 G070 1330 1020 621 349 1150 379 471 161 43 3 14 &9 16 22 05 & <05 0% 52
D13 Dv687 a.l-C 9 13mmjouwer  v,a 2638 288 431 L35 026 107 031 146 059 3760 7490 1390 1120 BAD 01 1490 351 485 73 0 184 127 &2 16 20 35 9 <05 1D 916
D4 Dv6879741-A  O-10mmiuter  v,q IL83 954 168 116 D50 095 039 0J8 033 5610 3540 1820 402 441 1140 B61 525 397 206 165 111 123 47 21 22 25 S <05 10 250
D15 DvBS7aT¥lB  10-2mmioster v 2406 691 163 130 D25 090 036 028 038 1360 4TI0 1690 2B 471 1000 MU 444 324 162 109 61 123 56 15 20 11 5 <05 09 348
D16 Dw6572781-C 20-30mmioster v 2652 615 169 130 D26 0.96 0.47 026 040 4890 5550 1730 337 567 1010 1070 447 347 164 77 47 138 92 19 23 08 6 <05 10 435
D-17 DveE7a7#I-D 3040 mmiuter v Z053 432 223 128 021 117 042 053 054 6690 T4S0 1620 4B9 853 007 1400 440 416 156 32 94 151 57 21 23 13 9 <05 10 637
D-18  Dv.GHE sL18T -2 mmfiop v.qp 1306 1060 107 L16 236 156 069 037 DSE 3190 2830 979 246 524 6IB 617 393 219 244 114 94 47 24 17 6D 91 4 07 12 1}
D19 Dv6REsL21-A  O-3mmfouter  v,qp 1774 1130 148 125 117 087 058 0.6 D34 3000 2670 1470 362 446 986 K17 480 343 232 172 138 56 31 19 23 54 4 11 09 157
D-20 Dw.688 .201-B  inside v.8 1488 4351 1230 1135 107 102 035 454 D57 1400 6450 930 679 TI1 1120 1390 I79 312 156 23 294 59 29 15 27 73 6 <05 08 330
D21 Dv6EE L 20-C  inside voa 1820 366 G876 126 024 069 031 345 0I5 2840 5070 945 55T 466 1030 95 338 S35 00 41 160 103 45 13 17 36 6 <05 10 497
D22 Dv6SE01301-A O-Tmmiouter  v,q 1967 1150 163 113 070 080 053 046 030 3150 2520 1700 324 380 1200 1020 594 462 136 205 123 100 40 26 23 40 4 10 0B 165
D.23  Dw.6ER .1381-B  7-13 mm/jouser ¥ 2213 1130 156 115 0.81 081 060 043 037 2670 2550 1510 298 345 1170 1030 $35 369 225 157 106 92 46 25 20 34 3 1.0 11 198
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