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Observations of Benthic Organisms at
a Tilled Seabed Site off Wakasa Bay,
the Sea of Japan

Kazuhire RYOKE*®

Ohservations of benthic organisms were carvied oul asing “Shinkai 20007 at a tilled
seabed site ofl Wakasa Bav, the Sea of Japan, on 6 Angust, 199, to investigate the
effect of the tillage.

(1} The sealwed wasnearly flat with ne steep slope, and there were many small holes
angl hollows,

(2 COD and rotal sulfide of the mud at each station were analyzed. These values
tended to decline after tillage,

3 The popubation donsity of pink sheimp, Pradefus eons, was calenlated at ahout
068 individuals/m? ai a tilled seabed site, and 0016 inds,/m? ol a wnkilled seabed site.

M The population density of snow craly, Clissoceetos ofifie, was caloulated at about

07 indz m® at a tilled seabed sivte. and 00002 nds/m7 al a untilled zealod site.
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(51 Amale snow crab coupled with a female was observed at a depth of S00m._ It was

not clear whether the female was just before primary spavwning or not.
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Table 1 Sedivaent characteristics at cach survey station.

COn Total Iegnition

a3t Layer sulfide loss
{mg/ g ) {mg/ &) (%)
i Upper 13.6 0.1z 7.5
(Tilled in 1993} lower 16,6 0,12 8.5
) Upper 17,1 0, ok i.7
(Tilled in 19982 lower 17.0 0.16 8.0
C Upper 18,4 0,17 4.6
(Untilled seabed) lower 17.1 0,17 8.1
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Phato 1 A maolted cast-off shell of the snow crab.
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Photo 2 A molting snow cral.
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