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Recent Benthic Foraminiferal Assemblage
Discovered from the Hidal Zone of Mariana
Trench, Northwest Pacific Ocean

Kazumi AKIMOTO*® Katsuyuki UEMATSU*®
Mutsuo HATTORI*? Chiaki KATO*?

The sediments sample was oblained from the seafloor (10,807m in water depth) of the
Challenger area in Mariana Trench by the submersible “Kaike™ at March 4, 1996, Six
benthie foraminiferal taxa are identified. Living Reophax diffugiformis and Reophax
seorpiurus are discovered in the benthic foraminiferal assemblage. This assemblage is
the deepest in the depth distribution of benthic foraminifers. B. diffugiformis and

Riabdamming abyssorum are dominant and Hermosing slobklifera is subordinary in the
thanatocgenosis of benthic foraminifers,
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Takle 1 List of benthic foraminifers.

[Benthic toraminiteral species {dead)
|Hormosing globulifers. Brady g
|Reophax difflugiformis Brady kL]
R. gultifer Brady E]
R. scorplurus Montfort E e __:]
[E- .
|Rhabdnmminn stysserem Sars 27
!‘To‘l.u] number of desd individuate 7
|Bamihiic Toraminiaral species fivingy i
|Recphex difftugiformis Brudy 3
|R. szompiums Montfor 1
Tatal sunber of living individuas 4
Total iumber of beathic fomminifer o1
|Living benthic foraminiferal numbee finduvidualsig) [F
|Living beathanic foreninifers § tatal benthonse focaminifers b (%) | 4.4
Henthio framinifionl number (induviduals’s) S|
| Agglutinsied forsminifens { o1l benthonic formminifers mtio (%) 1000
Plankionic Evmaminiferal number (individuslsig) 1 m
mkionie foraminifers J tatat Foraminifess ratio (%) 0.0
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