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Population Density of the Red Snow Crab, Chionoecetes japonicus,
and its Behavioral Response to Bait in Toyama Bay

Ryo TSUJIMOTO *?

The survey was carried out during the cruise of the rescarch submersible “SHINEAL 2000™ at the mouth of Teyama Bay onAug, 3 in 1998,
Population density of the red snow crab, Chioroecetes japanicns, and its behavioral respomse (o mackerel bait were observed during 3 cruise of about
1.600m cruise at a depth of 1,056-1,024m. Population density of C. japonicus was estimated to be 21 individuals/1,000m®. Two hundreds one indi-
viduals of C. fapentcis were observed during the eruise. The number of males with carapace width of >%¢m and small ¢rabe with carapace width of 5-
Scm were 70 and 20 individuals, respectively. Immature young with carapaee width ranging from 2 to Sem consisted of 111 individuals, which
accounted for over half of the toral crabs observed. During the 4 times that the bait atteaction experiments were carried out, we ohserved 3 male crabs
that were attracted by the mackerel bait,
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Tablel Results of bait attraction experiment with red snow crabs.
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Photo 1 Red snow crabs attracted by the mackerel baits. (31.2)
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Photo 2 Immature red spow crab with about 2 cm carapace width,
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