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Microfloral Analysis of An Abyssal Zone Sediment Core Based on Fatty
Acids Analysis

Hidemi TAKASUGI"" O Takeshi NAGANUMA"
Toshiya KANAMATSU"" [0 Ken IKEHARA"®
Kyoko OKINO"® [0 Kantaro FUJIOKA®"®

A 7 m-sediment core was collected at a 5796 m-deep point in the Central Basin Faulat area, West Philippine Basin. The core
was well-stratified with the pelagic red clay. Chacreristically, a consolidated layer of sand-sized (1-2 mm) grains was ob-
served at the depth between 3.49 and 3.52 m. Biomass and species composition (microflora) of the microbial communities in
the core was estimated by the phospolipid phosphate and fatty acids analysis. The maximum microbial biomass was found in
the 1.1-1.5 m deep layers. Fatty acids composition of the layer suggested the occurrence of coupled methane-oxidizers and
sulfate-reducers, which is commonly seen in the sediment having the gradient of Eh-decrease with depth-increase. This micro-
flora may be characterized as depth-Eh-controlled’ . Biomarker fatty acids for sulfate-reducers were also detected in the
consolidated layer (3.49-3.52 m deep). This layer is thought to be a record of certain paleocanographic event, and the microf-
lora thus may be characterized as event-controlled’.

Key words: Sediment, phospolipid phosphate, Phospholipid fatty acids, microflora, consolidated layer
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Fig. 1 Location of the core sampling site in the Philippine Sea.
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Fig. 2 Vertical profile of the phospholipid phosphaté ] LPOs[con-
tents in the sediment core sampled from the Central Basin
Fault area, West Philippine Basin.
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Table 1-1 Vertical profile of the phospholipid phosphaté] LPOscontents and the phospholipid fatty acid compositiong] mol %Jin the sediment core sampled from the Central Basin Fault area,
West Philippine Basin.

d.s.w.; dry sediment weight -;No data

depth [LPO(mol)/] sample | 120/ 1807 f 40150 150 151 isol8D 160 isol80 180 Blw 200w, 5 g 205 08
(em) dsw.(g) | name | 11:1 13:1 ; TIcis 9cis 24:0

7 = S-1-1] 1306 4772 0988 0435 0 1122 427 5492 2311 2914 1273 0 3031 7317 0904 062
13 ~ s-1-2| 3164 4412 1974 0784 0 0542 0997 2937 1606 1568 0716 0387 O 6599 0977 1074
20 - s-1-3| 0929 3546 1701 0245 0992 0 0389 4560 1569 1858 0364 0119 O 4751 0402 054
26 = S-1-4| 093 4007 2043 0442 1317 0194 0527 4414 1481 163 0552 0343 0 5354 0609 1745
33 = s-1-5| 1049 19828 2046 0501 0625 0 0682 2444 0 0749 031 0 0O 1602 0 2867
39 = s-1-6] 0391 27763 0763 0 0772 0154 0262 1449 0609 0492 0253 047 0 1764 9251 0
46 - s-1-7] 0413 37629 0544 0108 0759 0143 0 1794 0283 0942 0634 0413 0 1365 0 0456
53 = s2-1| - = i = = = % — e = = = 5 = = -
59 = s2-2| - - o — - - — " . . - - = . - -
66 - s-2-3| 2407 14201 1515 o0 0O 0595 0 12253 O 1839 0595 O 7493 1109 O 1461
73 " s-2-4| 0726 8938 1572 0643 2542 0104 0311 0208 O 165 0488 055 1504 1733 0913 1.167
79 0776 | s2-5| 0455 1866 2097 0821 3783 0 037 1091 O 158 0936 0595 1952 1491 1781  0.801
86 - s-2-6| 0503 76206 1042 0217 0593 0 0 0068 0879 109 019 008 019 0466 0 0267
93 e s2-7| 0433 74444 1151 0223 0786 O 0416 0164 O 0592 0164 0088 0084 0466 0  0.168
a9 - s-2-8| 0702 90428 2480 o 1.34 0 0 0 1085 201 0 0 0 0574 0 0
106 - s29| 037 7947 1051 0 1051 O 0326 0395 O 0839 0375 0217 0084 0335 0 0252
113 2 s-2-10| - 4 & - - = - & = = = 5 % = = =
119 2004 |s-2-11| 0459 75129 1586 0 0767 O 018 0056 0256 0776 0329 0069 O 0386 O  0.186
126 4246 | s-2-12| 0323 59956 1146 0191 0662 O 0183 0055 1718 7965 5923 1013 O 122 0 0
133 2708 |s-2-13| 0218 33049 0754 1091 0427 0582 0136 3581 O 19169 9889 1273 0  1.609 0845 2818
139 3520 |s-2-14| 0438 30863 0607 138 0771 0 0356 2309 0682 8574 78 1877 0 1553 2084 0O
146 2410 |s2-15| 027 348 043 079 0664 O 0221 3351 0469 11256 4942 1094 0 1776 0 0
153 0 s-3-1| 0202 55464 1082 0253 0754 0072 0 2176 0274 8693 1301 104 3002 1979 0497 0
159 0132 | s3-2| 0195 68897 1002 0277 0872 0077 0 155 109 1432 0177 0 3743 1143 0 0183
166 0117 | s-3-3| 0377 64028 1113 0105 0659 0115 0129 138 2651 2192 0234 0086 4036 1548 0139 0334
172 0186 | s—34| 06 55921 1293 0219 0792 0088 0 1423 3247 267 0396 0081 4482 227 0208 0627
179 0053 | S-3-5| 0436 63855 058 0072 0877 0173 0182 1.836 2933 3034 0949 0628 3106 0618 024 0973
186 0063 | S-3-6| 0338 84468 0689 0234 0689 0 0 1495 145 1482 0299 0137 3017 041 0 0117
192 0038 | s-3-7| 0302 81669 0687 0134 0687 0179 0 1464 1403 1649 0168 O 3297 038 019 0179
199 0032 |s38| o364 8986 0496 0 0837 0 0 0883 0248 0488 0 0 0 0 0 042
205 0269 | s39]| 0351 91352 0494 0258 0773 0O 0 1081 0O 043 0 031 0 0 0 0215
212 0096 {S-3-10} 0349 8182 0366 0195 0991 0 0 1235 0195 1552 0333 0236 2851 1893 0252 1925
219 0131 |s-3-11] 0305 85344 0286 0 0884 0 0 0974 0331 1038 0 0227 2891 0448 0 0734
295 0111 | s-3-12| 0446 85253 0815 0543 1281 O 0 1387 0262 0243 0 0 0.98 0 0 0495
232 0080 |s-3-13| 0314 82763 0503 0 1.03 0 0 1116 0118 066 0 0857 4417 0 011 0354
238 0036 |s-3-14| 0275 64995 0738 0745 1112 0 0 1179 0816 0611 0 0 3433 0208 0 0
245 0280 |s-3-i5| 0247 68004 0949 0 0854 0O 0 1373 0401 0778 O 0 319 0 0 0.63
251 0092 | s-41| 02 13734 0593 0091 0301 0016 O 0609 0445 032 04 0 5.93 0 2804 0
258 0052 | s-4-2| 0228 60895 1258 0 0632 0106 O 138 1784 1577 017 0 2431 0276 0 0
264 0027 | s-4-3| 0228 41549 1 0 0784 0068 O 1519 0243 0175 0163 0323 326 0704 0 0
271 " s-a4-4] 7002 0 379 1494 0 0 2980 1886 1407 0935 0 _ 0356 1895 0341 0 0752
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Table 1-2 Vertical profile of the phospholipid phosphatd] LPOs[Jcontents and the phospholipid fatty acid compositiong] mol %[Jin the sediment core sampled from the Central Basin Fault area,
West Philippine Basin.

d.s.w.; dry sediment weight -;No data h; hard layer

T

depth |LPO,nmol)/f sample | 120/ 1407 160 antel50 150 151 isol60 160 isot80 180 0@ ZHY 50 g30 20 g
{em) dsw.(g) name 11:1 13:1 Tcis cis 24:0

277 - S-4-5| 2207 8456 0 2041 222 0 0 4183 0 1402 0 0 0 0 0 1592
284 - S-4-6| 10577 15966 0 4339 2105 0 6027 4215 0 1104 O 0 061 0239 1322 066
290 - S-4-7| 19621 1145 1769 2276 5906 O 0 12712 0 2162 0 0 0 1945 0 0

296 - S-4-8| 14285 28.14 0581 3116 0 0 08 328 0 LI 0 0 1273 0663 1105 0

303 - s-4-9| 733 12 5756 0 0 0 0 285 0374 0781 0 0 0 0404 0352 1512
309 - s-4-10| 0507 39569 1.352 0483 0695 0 0O 0681 0166 0267 0207 0 1951 0676 0 0943
316 - s-4-11| 0 80941 2985 123 151 0O 0493 1718 042 068 0254 0119 0 042 0 1858
322 - S-4-12] 0 73307 2478 1342 2557 0 1206 1644 0246 0399 O 0075 O 065 0O 1131
329 - S-4-13] 0 79325 2677 1026 1647 0 0464 1419 0263 058 0 0254 0 0451 0.165 0732
335 - S-4-14] 0618 75363 3191 1608 3123 0526 1212 2443 0272 0421 0 0 0 021 0 0458
342 0059 |sS-5-1| 2498 5871 4225 0 286 5129 2546 2366 O 2631 0 083 7352 022 0 0283
348 0035 |s-52| 1799 16725 2143 0 1405 1524 4006 1427 O 2009 1109 O 14959 0646 0.118 1.142
has4 | 0004 |hS-5-3| 1954 8765 2189 0763 1243 1265 2208 0721 0962 1111 0995 0 4845 0953 1983 1609
361 0 S-5-4 | 1184 3628 261 0999 2118 5235 2652 144 1171 1375 0 0432 8003 0576 0409 1.054
368 0049 |S-5-5| 1066 10635 7203 4151 5058 6104 8136 2632 O 0866 0 036 9376 0233 0307 1.006
374 0004 |s-56)| 0173 5447 1506 0 1106 O 0424 0 2892 058 O 0 17665 0394 0 1697
380 0105 |s-57| 0181 65698 1612 0 ' 1564 0133 042 182 0197 0484 0213 0 14937 0319 0213 058
387 0078 |s58| 0 46743 083 041 1187 0 0513 1557 0267 0777 0292 0103 0171 0895 1964 215
394 0092 |ss59| o0 51179 1827 0 0983 032 0783 1262 0 0611 0291 018 0205 042 084 0425
400 0 s-5-10] o0 53202 2135 0 1163 0168 0687 0 0 0989 0254 0271 0166 014 0174 0336
406 0 s-5-11| 0405 55589 176 0 1265 01 064 3816 031 0575 019 0 14589 063 0 058
413 0009 |s-5-12] 0 47046 0935 0682 125 0288 087 0 0261 0517 0189 0112 0163 0434 0298 0887
420 0092 |s-5-13| 0243 69031 2988 0 0915 O 0286 2688 O 0772 0 0 19031 0 0 0

426 0 s-5-14| ©0 51301 3074 0 0782 O 0 0 0 1019 0 0 31927 091 0 0964
432 0071 |s-5-15| 0.136 8047 1074 0 064 0O 0 0 0 0627 0 0 14085 0388 0 0239
439 0024 |s-5-16] 0 53772 3712 0 0 0 0 0 0 1892 0 0 33578 0993 0 2648
446 - S-6-1| 0506 45504 0933 0265 0753 0205 0554 2391 0711 1006 0933 0241 0488 3.18 0554 0608
452 - s-6-2| 0109 1018 0 0207 1234 0 019 3245 0 0371 039 0674 151 152 0 0

459 - S-6-3| 0755 47599 0698 0.177 1861 009 0473 4742 0485 2707 3488 0457 O 0891 0096 155
466 - S-6-4| 0184 37681 0866 0579 1596 0415 0227 3776 1226 1068 035 0391 0211 1609 0544 037
472 - s65| - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

479 - S6-6| 0346 3264 0365 0242 071 0 0397 1216 0 1422 1613 0461 1974 3674 0 3702
486 - S-6-7| 0407 3114 0398 0139 0854 0121 0 1563 0308 1738 2143 0 038 2179 1615 2125
492 - S-6-8] 0 12654 061 1073 1146 0771 0691 1532 1659 1949 6425 0568 2995 198 082 2388
499 0486 | s-6-9| 0256 11552 0778 0.173 038 0207 0352 0541 1277 0385 611 0412 2427 1804 0515 49

506 0.118 | S-6-10] 0252 20519 0885 0O 0 0029 0178 0308 0396 0378 0.176 0645 0729 15762 0 5815
512 - s-6-11| 0294 26099 0552 0133 0316 0029 057 0903 0601 0566 0124 0 0625 1459 O 4645
519 - S-6-12| 0582 45694 1541 0372 0668 0 0 0563 0315 0642 3712 0 0216 2191 0 1125
526 - S-6-13| 0541 49432 121 032 065 0 0323 1979 0 0825 3083 0197 O 1264 O 1399
532 - S-6-14| 0464 59877 1446 0266 0967 O 0289 2479 0085 1256 2176 038 2255 1192 0 0935
539 - s-6-15| 032 23914 0735 02 0385 O 0189 1036 0093 0428 144 0328 1266 6634 2161 0
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Table 2 iomarker fatty acids for estimation of sediment microflora.

Fatty acid Microorganisms Reference *

12:0 Facultative anaearobes (16)

15:0 SRB (Desulfobulbus) (12)

15:0 iso/anteiso SRB (Desulfovibrio), + (4)(9)(13)

15:1 SRB (Desulfobulbus), # (16)

16:0 iso SRB (Desulfovibrio), +, # (1) (10)

16:0 10-Me SRB (Desulfobacter), +, # (1)(2)(10)(14) (16)
16:1 w7 SRB, camplylobacters?, anoxic sediments (9)(10)(13)

16:1 @5/w7/ w8/ wll Type I methane-oxidizers (seep-mussel symbionts) (7) (11)

17:0 iso/anteiso SRB (Desulfovibrio), +, # (1) (2) (13)

17:0 cyclo (7,8) SRB (Desulfobacter), +, # (10)(14)

17:1 w8/lwll SRB (Desulfobulbus, Desulfovibrio), # (4)(12)(13)(14)(15)(16)
17:1 iso/anteiso SRB (Desulfovibrio), # (10)(13)(15)

18:0 is0 SRB (Desulfovibrio) (10)

18:1 @7
18:1 w7cis type II methne-oxidizers
19:0 cyclo Thiobacilli, campylobacters, aerobes

SRB (Desulfobulbus,Desulfovibrio), thiobacilli, +, # (3)(13)(15)

(10)(11)
(D(2)5)6)(8)

*(1) Baird and White 1985, (2) Baird et al. 1985, (3) Bobbie and White 1980, (4) Edlund et al. 1985,
(5) Goodwin et al. 1985, (6) Goodwin et al. 1989, (7) Jahnke et al. 1995, (8) Kerger et al. 1986, (9)
Mancuso et al. 1990, (10) Nicholas et al. 1986, (11) Nichols et al. 1985, (12) Parkes and Calder 1985,
(13) Parkes and Taylor 1983, (14) Perry et al. 1979 (15) Taylor and Parkes 1983, (16) Taylor and

Parkes 1985

+; anaerobes, # ; marine sediments
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