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On Tritonia diomedea Bergh 1894 (Opisthobranchia: Mollusca) from
Shiribeshi Seamount, northeastern Japan Sea.

Takashi KURAMOCHI**  Mari OGAWA** and Takeshi NAGANUMA **

Specimens of the nudibranch Tritonia diomedea Bergh, 1894 were collected from the northern slope of Shiribeshi
Seamount at the water depth of 505 m, during the 1287 dive of the manned submersible Shinkai 2000 (Japan Marine
Science and Technology Center). Gut content of the specimens included the pieces of the deep-sea corals Primnoa
resedaeformis pacifica (Kinoshita) and Piumarella sp. The gut content analysis coincides with the in situ observation
that T. diomedea often occur in close association with the corals, and thus indicates that T. diomedea inhabits and feeds
on the deep-sea corals.
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Fig. 1 Location of the "Shinkai 2000" #2K-1287 dive in Shiribetsu
Seamound. (@) .
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Fig. 2 1la Tritonia diomedea Bergh 1894. Right profile of the whole animal. 1b. Jaw-plate. 2. Ventral profile of the whole animal. (Scale
bar: 1cm). 3, 4. Mode of life T. diomedea in northern slope of Shiribeshi Seamount at the water depth of 505m.
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